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Introduction  

óSnatching history from the hands of timeô 

T 
he Church of St Peter and St Paul is situated in the centre of the 

village of Lynsted (National Grid Reference TQ 9427 6087).  

Lynsted lies about 1 mile (1.6km) south of Greenstreet 

(Teynham) on Lynsted Lane, in the Borough of Swale in Kent. The 

Post Code Area is ME9 ORQ. 

The óChapel of Teynhamô at Lynsted was given to Archdeacon Simon 

Langton by his brother, Archbishop Stephen Langton in 1229. There is 

no record of a church in Lynsted in the Domesday Book. The existing, 

mainly flint, structure dates from the 14th and 15th centuries, with the 

chancel rebuilt in the 16th century, with further 19th century 

restoration. The church is notable for its monuments by Epiphanius 

Evesham.    

The monumental inscriptions recorded here relate to the graveyard 

surrounding the church. This is a particularly attractive area, with a 

charming scatter of old gravestones beneath magnificent lime and yew 

trees. The graves date from 1671 to 1944, with some recent cremation 

memorials.   Relatively few of the existing primary grave markers have 

been moved to the periphery of the churchyard, as has happened in 

other cases in Kent.  This has meant that the graves remain in family 

groups, which eases research.  Many of the stones are weathering 

badly, however, especially under the overhang of tree canopies.  The 

Society, therefore, considered the making of a permanent record of the 

inscriptions an urgent priority.  

Inscriptions on the ledger stones and other monuments within the 

church can be viewed on a computer record in the church.  A separate 

graveyard extension, 150 metres to the north, contains graves from  

the early 20th century onward.  Many of the inscriptions of these are 

also recorded in a book held in the church.  Further information can be 

obtained from the churchwardens.   
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Name  Grave 
No. 

Watts    
James ~~ 139 
Jane ~~ 166 
W.T. ~~ 179 

Weller    
Mary ~~ 119 

Wildish    
Thomas ~~ 177 

Wilkins    
Alfred William  ~~ 96 
Charles ~~ 96 
Charlotte ~~ 98 
Charlotte ~~ 99 
Elizabeth Emily  ~~ 97 
Henry James ~~ 98 
Louisa Mary ~~ 98 
Mary ~~ 97 
William  ~~ 97 
   

Name  Grave 
No. 

William  ~~ 98 
William  ~~ 99 
William Edwin  ~~ 97 

Willson    
James ~~ 93 
Pell ~~ 93 

Wilson    
Reverend Thomas ~~ 199 

Wood    
George ~~ 142 
George Robert ~~ 142 
George Robert ~~ 142 
John ~~ 9 
Mary ~~ 9 

Sophia ~~ 142 
Wright    

Ann ~~ 198 
Thomas ~~ 198 

   

Index  of indecipherable incriptions  

  Grave 
No. 

  25 
  31 

  35 

  48 

  107 

  133 

  174 

  185 
  190 

  200 
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Name  Grave 
No. 

John ~~ 154 
John ~~ 154 
Mary ~~ 154 
Stephen ~~ 153 

Snowden    
B... ~~ 195 
Henry  ~~ 195 

Squire    
Jane ~~ 45 

Stephens    
Olga ~~ 73 

Strouts    
Edward ~~ 169 
Edward ~~ 170 
Elizabeth ~~ 169 
Elizabeth ~~ 170 
Elizabeth ~~ 170 
Thomas ~~ 169 

   
T   
Thomas    

William  ~~ 90 
Thompson    

John Thomas ~~ 80 
Mary Ann  ~~ 80 

Tolhurst    
Elijah  ~~ 78 
Elizabeth ~~ 78 
John ~~ 78 
Mary ~~ 78 

Tonkin    
William James  ~~ 128 

Tyler    

? ~~ 158 
Edward Augustus 
Roper 

 
~~ 159 

Henry  ~~ 157 
Henry Francis ~~ 159 
Roper Dacre  ~~ 157 

   
V   

M.V. ~~ 71 
S.V. ~~ 71 

Vallance    
Alice   ~~ 39 
Ann ~~ 41 
Charles ~~ 40 
Charles ~~ 41 
Charles ~~ 45 
Elizabeth ~~ 39 

Name  Grave 
No. 

Jane Squire ~~ 45 
Mary ~~ 40 
Mary ~~ 40 
Mary ~~ 41 
Sarah ~~ 39 
Sarah ~~ 40 
William Charles  ~~ 45 
William David  ~~ 39 

Vaughan    
Jennifer Helen 
Margaret "Jenny"  

 
~~ 108 

   
W    

A.W.W. ~~ 118 
C.W.W. ~~ 118 
E - W ~~ 161 
E.E.W. ~~ 114 
J.W. ~~ 17 
J.W. ~~ 115 
J.W. ~~ 116 
M + W ~~ 117 
M.W. ~~ 17 
W - W ~~ 161 
W.E.W. ~~ 114 

Wachers    
Barker ~~ 77 
Mary ~~ 77 
Thomas ~~ 77 

Wanstall    
Ann ~~ 131 
Ann ~~ 191 
Eleanor ~~ 182 
Elizabeth ~~ 191 
Frederic   ~~ 191 
George ~~ 191 
Henry  ~~ 123 
Henry  ~~ 131 
James ~~ 182 
Jane ~~ 123 
John ~~ 182 
John ~~ 182 
Matilda   ~~ 191 
Matilda Elizabeth  ~~ 191 
Thomas ~~ 191 
Thomas G. ~~ 191 

Watkins    
Frances ~~ 160 

Watson    
Joseph ~~ 129 
Mary Brett  ~~ 129 
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A 
 survey of the gravestones and their inscriptions was carried 

out between May 2007 and August 2009 by members of the 

Lynsted with Kingsdown Society.  Care was taken to avoid 

damage to the lettering and to minimise disturbance to the lichens 

growing on the stone surfaces. 

The grave positions on the plan are indicative only.  The position of a 

given stone is not intended to be precise, but its relative location with 

respect to neighbouring graves, trees and structures should be 

reasonably accurate.  The graves, grouped in sectors,  have been 

numbered in a sequence beginning in the sector west of the main gate 

in Ludgate Lane and moving in a clockwise direction around the 

church building.  Within the sectors, numbering is, as far as feasible, 

in rows running east to west alternating with west to east, i.e. óshuttle-

wiseô. 

Some footstones, being relatively light, have been moved, at some time 

in the past, to the boundary of the churchyard.  No attempt has been 

made to ómatchô these to their original graves.  Two batches of 

footstones, 13 to 25, and 59 to 69, together with other smaller stones 

or fragments, are in stacks against the boundary wall and are marked 

as groups on the plan.  Other individual footstones are also against the 

boundary wall, as indicated.   Footstones are recorded individually, 

unless in their original positions and/or clearly associated with a 

grave.  Two memorials, numbers 158 and 159, are set into the wall of 

the mausoleum extension at the south east of the church.  Fragments 

of masonry, crosses, etc, bearing no inscription, have not been 

recorded.   

The approximate extent of a tree canopy at the time of recording has 

been represented on the map as a disk.  The bole of the tree should be 

taken as in the centre of the disk.   

Regarding stone composition, ólimestoneô has been used as a term to 

include marble and ragstone, where weathering has made the exact 

nature of the stone uncertain.  Composition was tested by the dilute 

acid method. 

The inscription record is as observed on the stones. No attempt has 

been made to guess at obscure or missing letters or numbers.  Spelling 

is as engraved. Following accepted procedure, all names have been 

recorded in capitals and all other text in lower case, whether or not 

Notes on procedure and interpretation  
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this is so on the stones. The forward slash, ó/ô, indicates the end of one 

line, and the beginning of another, on the stone. The record is, of 

course, the óbest estimateô of the lettering at the time. No doubt further 

letters, and indeed errors, will reveal themselves under different 

conditions of lighting, etc.  Anyone who makes such discoveries is 

encouraged to contact the Society at contact@lynsted-society.co.uk or 

by telephoning 01795 521168, so that the record can be amended.    

This record of inscriptions has been supplemented by corresponding 

images in a larger, A4, reference booklet that is lodged in the church 

for visitors to consult. The complete written and pictorial record is also 

available on the Society website: lynsted-society.co.uk/churchyard.  

Further information about the Lynsted with Kingsdown Society can be 

gained by visiting the website: lynsted-society.co.uk. 
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Name  Grave 
No. 

Thomas ~~ 135 
Phillips    

Emma ~~ 210 
Stephen Howell ~~ 210 

Pilcher    
Mary ~~ 89 
Thomas ~~ 89 

Pinkney    
Rachel ~~ 145 
Reverend John ~~ 145 

Plommer    
Mary ~~ 80 
William  ~~ 80 

Pope    
John ~~ 29 
John ~~ 29 
Sara  ~~ 29 

   
R   

E.R. ~~ 20 
W.R. ~~ 64 
W.R. ~~ 16 

Read    
Catherine ~~ 162 
Catherine ~~ 162 
Katherine ~~ 150 
Thomas ~~ 150 
Thomas ~~ 150 
Thomas ~~ 162 

Reeves    
William  ~~ 58 

Reinhard    

John ~~ 151 
Richardson    

Elizabeth ~~ 87 
George ~~ 87 

Ridley    
Janey ~~ 81 

Robertson    
Ian Robert Turing  ~~ 213 

Robinson    
Mary ~~ 183 
William  ~~ 45 
William  ~~ 183 

Rogers    
James Goodall ~~ 36 

Roper Curzon    
Henry Philip Sydney  ~~ 147 
Mabel ~~ 147 

   

Name  Grave 
No. 

Roper Lethbridge    

Eliza  ~~ 152 

Sir Roper  ~~ 152 

Roper Nelson    
Catherine ~~ 146 
Henry  ~~ 146 

Roper Tyler    
Gladys Anna ~~ 137 

Rye    
Ellen ~~ 1 
James ~~ 1 
William  ~~ 1 

   
S   

E.S. ~~ 21 
E.S. ~~ 66 
H.S. ~~ 61 
M.S. ~~ 66 
?.S ~~ 21 

Saywell    
Abigail Sarah ~~ 50 
Henry Gabriel  ~~ 50 
William  ~~ 50 

Seagars    
Charles ~~ 3 
Edward ~~ 2 
Edward ~~ 155 
Eliza Ann ~~ 155 
Ellen ~~ 3 
John Ellis  ~~ 155 

Sharp    
Henry  ~~ 55 
Julia  ~~ 55 

Silver    
Elizabeth ~~ 100 
Henry  ~~ 100 

Smart    
Adam ~~ 181 
Ann ~~ 181 

Smith    
...e... ~~ 154 
Alse ~~ 154 
Ann ~~ 154 
Bridget  ~~ 154 
Elizabeth ~~ 153 
Elizabeth ~~ 153 
Elizabeth ~~ 154 
Henry  ~~ 76 
James ~~ 154 




