CASE 1i86,

Carl TAYLOR = 29 years,
Avxiliary Firéman_.
'Maiéon Carl, 59 Beckenham Road, Beckenham,
.A,.'F.S.. Service, - Beckenam - 12 years. : ,k,
.civil.of:zc‘upe’cion- Masten Hairdr’esser. s
Rescu.e of Auxiliary Fﬂreman from blezing vehicle, on ...o'bh/l?"‘l“
Aprﬂl, 1941 at night,

Refmmmqam "bv.:.-i..,. Beckenham T,C, & Controlilery: = =

Noe. (London}ﬁ .Regional Fire Officeris. B,e(,;omnendatlon G.M, Dated

12/5/41,
“Doouments; (1):Report by Chief Officer,
ST e '2) ‘Stdtement by Gunner J. Chambplso
(3 ) g e S R obardaien Cdmabvll. i
L it " Guiner J, Da; nu..,on. ', i
. CASE CONSIDERED BY COMMITTEE: -
i TREASURY RE\JOL»H\:E{NDATION

' In connection with the severe air attack on the night of the
16th/17th instant, when 3 Auxiliary Firemen were killed and another
Ikeverely 1nJured I wish to record the gallan®v action of a member
wof the same Pump’s crew, which in my opinica 15 wor thy of recognition.

The circumstances were reported to me as fo"]ows -

At about 2 a,m, on the 17th instant a trailer pump unit with
Leading=fireman D,J, Chalmers in charge, was regturning from a fire 2
Chancery Lene and seeing another fire at Nog AO Wickam Road, at corner
of Court Downs Road, a house in hi: Jh memers ofithe Canadlan forces
were billeted they turned their unit in that direction, to render
assistance if required, a reinforcement pmp from Lo ﬁon oe mg already
at Work there, _ A

When turmng into Court Downs Road a heav_y' hlgh explos:we Dom‘*)
fell about 20 feet behind the towing vehicle and fragments pierced *the
petrol tank igniting the petrol, the veh,-.cJ_:, being almosh J.ns’ra:nt.u
eveloped in flames, Apparently Leading-itizeman Ghalmers and
Auxiliary Fireman Beagon who were on the running boards were killed
instantly; the driver of the vehicle, AL_X,_LLd.I‘y—J_ ireman Carl Taylox,
by same miracle, managed to open the door and escape, aad although
suffering badly fram 3ltosk and other 1n3ur1°s, he, wi thout. thought
for his own safety, immediately went beck to the car, and by an almost
superhuman effort, managed to drag Auxilie ""--’i‘lreman Maynard. who wes
badly injured, 1”1"om the wehicle and then with the assistence of a
‘Canadian sol dler carried Auxiliary-Fireman Maynard to a place of safety.

: AM¢11arynFrranan "aylo” along with this same Canaa:.a.n soldier,
made a gallant attempt to rescue Auxili ary-Fireman Huddens from the
blazing vehicle but their-efforts Were foiled by the volume of fldne
and by the hose and equipment in the car,
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 Auxiliary-Firemen lMaynard and Auxiliary-Fireman Taylor who, ‘himself,
was suffering from extensive burns and wounds in-thevhands and severc
shock, were subsequently conveyed by a Canadian Army lorry to f;he
Beckenham ‘Hospitaly rfe e aniy tianites S ait il i i e A
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. The Canadian soldier above mentioned was GumnertJ, Chambers
NooCqlOl). of the Royal Cenadian Hborse Artillery and other
witnesses were Bombardier Campbell NoeP.9215, :and Gumer Je ‘Davidson
NooP+ 9361 also of the Royal Camadian Horse Artillery, who assisted

Jbo--get thé casualties away,

(sgds): Be Wi themroo&. (Ghief ”Of;f:';.‘_\cer)
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| Sopy of Statement By Guuner J. Chambers, (undafied)s:cui) ¢ o

I was stending 50/75 yards from junction of Court Downs Road and
.Wickham Road and had ‘seen a fire appliance draw up at "Johamnisbad! just
at the junctién of these’two roads; There was a fire at "Johmamnisbad" = ™
but I think *this. appliance was about to leave when a bomb fell right
at the junction and exploded, Two fire trucks were almost instantly
en fire and when.I got to the site petrol was blazing furiously. One
fireman, whon I now know to he Auxiliary Fireman Taylor, was striving
to carry a badly injured fireman away from the blazing wehicles and in
~this I assisted-and carried the injured fireman to a piase-of-safetye. .-~
Taylor said he had another mate in the car with him. I went back to
the blazing vehicles but neither of us could possibly approach owing
. to the fierceness of the fire. ' '

: "I noted cne. side of Taylorts face wds covered with blood as also
was the morc seriously injured fireman who was also groaning with
“the pain ofhis injuries. = Taylor completely:disregarded his. injuries
and feelings and continuously encouraged his more seriously injured
comrade :and premised soon to have him in hespitaleic i

L) G, 1, -Chambersy 7.
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. Copy of' Stafement, by Bpmbardiér Ca.rmbe}.l, (_uﬁdateé)

, * Yhen the bomb struck and exploded I was coming ‘away from dealing
with an incendiay bomb at "The Viearage". I saw &wo firemen, both
injured but one quite unable to stand, and Gunner Chambers in the
gateway of ¢Johannisbad', The lesser injured firéman, whom I now know
as Taylor, tried to approach the blazing vehicles:for:a mate” he
stated he had’ lef% behind in the car. . He lméw his othér two comrades
were having attentions : ik i L G

* As both firenen were injured T detailed a Friver:and truck to
take them to-hospitals Taylor assisted in lifting the seriously injured
fireman into the truck and then himself: had to be assisted into the
truck, ; : ' ' : S

Taylor made no cemplain whatsoever of his own injuries and all the
time I was with him was continually encouraging his more seriously
injured canradc. :

(Sgd) 8eA, Compbells
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Copy of Statement by Gunner J. Davidson, ( undated),

When bomb struck I was on top floor of "J ohannisbad" assisting
firemen dealing with a fire in the roof. When I rushed out I thought
gas main was on fire but from back gate I saw it was a.car and fire
pump and both were blazing furiously. I saw two firemen; one’ firemen
had one arm round the other!s waist and he was also taking the weight
of the mants head and shoulders. One fircmen was obviously seriously
injured and the other firemen who was holding him and I now know to
be Firemen Taylor, was dragging him away from the blazing cars, I ‘saw
another soldier helping Taylor before he was clear of the flames. With
the help of this soldier Taylor laid his injured comrade down and when I
came along with an old bed he assisted in getting him on to this and
into a truck., When he had done a2ll he could Taylor was "all in" and
himself had to be put into the truck as I helped to do this I notlced
wounds on Taylor's face and hands. ;

(sgd.) J. Davidson,




